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PREFACE. 


HE following Piece 1 
lation from the ori ginal La- 
tin of Roger Bacon's Specu- 


lum Alchemiz, or Mirror of Alchymy. | 


The Character of the Author is gene- 
rally allow d to be good. He was, 
bey . all diſpute, an extraordinary 
Perſon for the Age he lived in; and 
might have been efteemd ſo in any 
Age. It is not found that his Inte- 
grity, his Skill in the Sciences, or his 
Frame of Mind were ever called in 

queſtion ; excepting that the ignorant 
People, of the Times he lived in, repu- 


ted him a Magician, or Conjurer : 


which il|-grounded Motion His excellent 


Writings ſufficiently confute. 
A 2 It 
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1: is poſſible, however, that he might 
be weak, credulous, or enthufiaſtick, 
with regard to the preſent Subject; 
and give too eaſily into the Alchymiſ- 
tical Notions of bis Predeceſſors; with= 
out having ſufficient Authority, from 
Experience, to authorize what is deli- 
ver d in his Speculum Alchemiæ. 
But this, perhaps, can only be deter- 
min d Je itſelf; and not 
by any pre- conceived Theory, or Rea- 
ſoning, even upon the beft Principles 
of Philoſophy hitherto known. 

That many of the ſuppoſed Althy- 
miſts have been Vi fonaries, or Enthu- 
frafts, muſt be confeſſed ; we mean 
that they have believed, and endea- 
voured to propagate ſtrange Dofrines, 
without ſupporting them by juſt or ſuf- 
ficient Reaſons, drgwn from inconteſti- 
ble, and well-aſcertained Matters of 
Fact, or Experience: but whether all 
 Alchymiſts ſhould be rankd in this 
Claſs, and condemm d without exception, 
en. Tis commonly 
ee d 
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allow d that where there are many 
Pretenders in the ſame way, there muſt 
be ſome original Thing upon which 
their Pretenfions are grounded. 
Thus, tho it ſhould clearly appear 
that thouſand's have in vain pretended 
to make the Philoſopher s Stone, and 
even ruin d themſelves in the Attempt ; 
yet if anyone Perſon ſhould, in any Age, 
have ſtumbled upon it by accident, or 
otherwiſe have made any thing like it; 
fo as by means of a fel Quantity of 
Matter to produce ſtrange Meliora- 
tions of Metals, the Vngle Fact, in 
itſelf, is no leſs certain, than if all 
their Attempts had ſucceeded. 

We muſt not here take it for grant- 
ed that Friar Bacon alone, among all 
the Number, was this happy Perſon ; 
but ſhould carefully examine, whether, 
in the following Piece, he has deliver d 
the thing upon his own Knowledge and 
Experience, or taken it upon truſt from 
others. Por if it ſpazeld prove to be only 
alen pon fru, it ought bo have much 
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| leſs weight, than if it was delivered 
| as a Faf, upon the Knowledge and 
Experience of a Man of unqueſtion- 
able Veracity. 

The Motives for undertaking this 
little Work are theſe. The Piece ap- 
peared to be an admirable Chain of 
Reaſoning, conducted in a guarded 
manner, ſo as to ſhew, by an illu- 
frrious Example, in a curious Subject, 
the true philoſophical way of tracing 
the Steps of Nature in all Subjects, 
and endeavouring to imitate or excel 
her by Art. And this Manner ap- 
pearing to be general, or the beſt hi- 
therto known for the Improvement of 
natural Philoſophy, in a ſcientiſical 
way; it may probably be of ſome ſer- 

vice to make it more known. This 

was the principal End in view; and 

perhaps is a thing infinitely more uſe- 

ful than the Philoſopher's Stone, or 

Powder of Projeftion : The Diſpute 

IJ about the Poſſibility or Impoſſubility 
3 whereof, was only @ ſecondary Conſi- 
| 5 deration; 
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deration ; which, however worthy of 
notice, may have been W 
The Alchymiſts pretend to deliver a 
Matter of Fact, wrapt up, with 
blind Zeal, under the Veil of Figure, 
Allegory, Riddle, Confuſion, and ſtu- 
tied Darkneſs ; which, to delicate 
Minds eſpecially, is apt to render 
things of a philoſophical Nature di/ſ- 
guftful and contemptible « whence ſuch 
Pretenſions have, by ſober Men, been ge- 
nerally rejected, as the Reveries of En- | 
chufabs, or the Figments of Impoſtors. | 
But if the Matter be juſtly weigh ditbere 
is a wide difference betwixt theſe ſup- 
poſed Alchymiſts, and their Opponents : 


vii 


the one aſſerting a Fact, of their own 
Knowledge and Experience, and the 1 
other denying the Fact; yet owning they | 


hav? no Knowledge or Experience a- 
bout it; nor any Conceptions of the 
Poſſibility of the Thing. This State of i 
the Caſe need not be aggravated. The | 1 
wiſeſt and beſt of Men may be prejudi- 
ced, and ignorant of ſome Things. And 

the 


| vii The PREFACE. 
lt the Ignorant can ſurely be no Judges 
of % they declare rbemſelves 26 
4 rant of. 
| Bute e hey propoſed to make 
any Defence for 2 nn) in gene- 
ral, or their manner of Procedure : 
many of them may have been Cheats; 
but this does not prove they all were 
fo. Hypocrites ſcreen themſelves un- 
der the external Appearance of Reli- 
gion, and Counterfeit Alchymiſts walk 
about under the Mask of Philoſopby ; 
whilſt, by an odd reverſe, thoſe eſteem d 
the true ones, generally conceal them- 
ſelves under the Cover of &. -*biltry, 
and the Arts of Impeſtors. 

To the above-mention'd Motives may 
be added another, ariſing from com- 
paſhonating the Infirmities of human 
Mature, with regard to the preſent 

Subject. In all the later, Ages there 
have been numerous Searchers after 
the Philoſopher's Stone; and we 
Plainly find there are a few, even 
in our own enlighten d Age, who Hoe? 
their 
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their Fortunes by a fond Purſuit of 


this kind; though ſome of them have 
been otherwiſe worthy, ſenſible Men; 
but wanting the Ground-work of Phi- 
lofophy, or the Art of juſt Reaſoning 
in Phyſics ; and being hurried away 
with ſtrong Impreſſions, glaring Pro- 
babilities, and golden Dreams, they 
raſhly attempt the moſt arduousThings 
in Metallurgy, u thou, knowing the 
Elements of common Chymiftry. This 
Procedure muſt needs appear ſtramge 
to all ſuch as are not under the ſam? 
Illu ſion, but conſider the Difficulties 
apt to, occur in working after a/moft 
any Receipt for a common Pr: para- 
tion; unless the Opsrator be previouſ- 
ly gualified for it by Habit or former 
Experience. It is remarkable, that 
even the Alchymiſts proceeded in a wi/er 
way than this; there having been few 
among them wh) had not acquir ed a 
great degree of 7 b ractical Hgiil, in the 
various Branchi s of Chymiſtr y, before 

3 they 
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they thought of attempting Alchymy, 
or the Grand Elixir. 

From looking into the Writings of 
the Alchymiſts, it will be found, that 
ſome of the moſt valuable Things they 
appear to contain, are chiefly ſumim d 
up in the following little Performance 
of Friar Bacon ; which, according to 
its Title, ſerves as a Convex Specu- 
lum zo fhew, in à contrafed View, 
the principal Dofrines, and Pradttices 
of the Alchymzi;'s : and being written 


in exact Order, and a clear Stile, 


bating for a few Alchymiſtical Phraſes, 


eaſy to be decypher d; it was no diſ- 
agreeable Task to give it in an Eng- 
lith Dreſs. It is publiſb d, at this 
Seaſon, in Hopes that Philoſophers are 
prepar'd to receive it, by means of 
the curious Fragment of a Dialogue 
written by Mr. Boyle, and lately re- 
printed under the Title of An Hiſto- 
rical Account of a Degradation of 
Gold, made by an Anti-Elixir : a 
ſtrange Chymical Nart ative, 17 3 9755 
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The Experiment related in this 
Hiſtorical Account, we alſo find in the 
Abridgment of Mr. Boyle s Yorks, to 
this he 

« Weighing two Drams of Gold, 
ce cauſed it to be cupelled with a 
« ſuffcient Quantity of Lead, and 

© guarted with refined Silver, and 
« purged Aqua fortis ; then having 
« brought the Gold to Fuſion, in a new 
“Crucible, carefully nealed, without 
ce the help of any Addition; I put 10 
« it a /mall quantity of a Powder r, 
« Communicated to ine by 4 Stranger ; 
ec and continuing the Metal a quarter 
« of an Hour in the Fire, that the 

B 2 « Powaer 


+ If this Powder was not of a fix'd Nature, 
the Experiment might be made to a conſiderable 
diſadvantage, by throwing ſo very minute a Quan- 
tity of it, as the eighth or tenth part of a Grain, 
according to the lately re-publiſh'd Account, into 
the Gold, whilit melted, and detain'd, in an 
open V eſſel, in the Fire; which might cauſe Avo- 
lation, Waſte, and imperte& Mixture, or Light 
Incorporation and Change. To prevent which 
kind of Accidents, Triær Eco, at the C135 of 


the following Piece, has given a particular Di- 


rection in apply ing the Elixir. 
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ce Power might diffuſe itſelf through 
ce it; we poured the Metal into an- 
* other Crucible, gradually heated be- 
« fore zo prevent cracking ; where it 
« was 0b/2rv d, at the firſt, to look 
c /ike fire Gold, and, after ard, 

« [ike an Opal, for fome time; Pg 
when cold, it appear d to be 6 Limp 
of Metal of a dirty Colour, and, 
« gs it were over-caft with a hin 
Coat, almoſt like half vitrified Li- 
© charge. To one ſide of the Crucible 
a piece of Metal fuck, almoſt like 
« Filder; nnd the Bottom was over- 
ce laid with a vitrificd &. france, one 
« part of which was fa tranſparent 
« VoHlmw, and the other of a deep 
« Brown, inclining to Red; in wich 
© were five or fox little Globules, that 
& look'd like pure Silver. Having 
ce rubbed this Meal upon a Torch - 

c fone, [between Goll and Silver 
& the Mark it left was more like Sit- 
tc ver than Gold. Twas brittle, end 
« being knock d with a Hammer, it 
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« f:w into ſeveral pieces. The inſide 
c reſembled Bell-Metal more than 
« Gold or Silver. A Dram of it, 
ce with about ix times its wer ght of 
ce Lead, being put upon a well-nealed 
e Cupel, emitted Fumes plentifully, 

« for an Hour and a half; and when 
« the Operation was ended, we fond 
&« the Cupel ſmooth, entire, and tingcd 
« with a fine purpliſh red; and, be- 
« /rdes the refin'd Gold, her lay u pon 
« the Cupel ſome derk-coloured Recre- 
« ments, which we judged 10 be baſe 
« Metal, but not Lead. The Gold 
« being weigh d again, had loſt ſeven 
« Grains in wetght, which ** mate 
« up by the Recrements, whoſe IYeight 
« and Fixity were farprizing. 

« The dirty-colour'd Metal, being 
cc hydro/t3tic 20 weigh d, inſtead of 
« proving 7ineteen times as beavy as 
« az equal Bulk of Water, its pro- 
« portion was but as fifteen, and two 
« thirds to One; whence it appear d 
cc that the Gold was really devas d, 


« fnce 
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« fince it loſt, conſiderably, of its ſpe- 
« cific Gravity, and eſſential Property. 

C Prom hence it appears, that an 
Operation, almoſt as firange as 
« that call d Projection, may be ſafely 
« admitted; fince this Experiment 
« ſhews, that Gold, which is fo homn- 
« geneous, and the leaſt mutable of 


« Metals, may, in a ſhort time, be 


« exceedingly chang'd, as to Malle- 
c ableneſs, Colour, Homogeneity, and 


« ſpecific Gravity, by fo ſmall a Pro- 


« portion of Matter, that this Powder 
ce tranſmuted a thouſand times its 


« F/eight of Gold. 
For farther Illuſtration of this 


momentous Experiment, fee the Dia- 
logue, of the Degradation of Gold. 
As it adds ſome kind of Confir- 
mation to the preceding Account, it 
may deſerve to be publickly known, 
that the King of France lately gave 
a Princely Reward for a Secret of 
the ſame nature; the Experiment 


f 


The PREFACE. X 


of which was made, with the expected 
ſucceſs, in the Royal Preſence, by 
fome able Chymiſts of his Royal Aca- 


demy of Sciences at Paris. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


ſome reaſon to ſpeak in ma- 
ny different Ways throughout 
their Works, upon a certain Science, 
more noble than the reſt; ſo as 


to deſcribe it under the form of 


a Riddle, wrap it up in cloudy 
Expreſſions, or cover it with an 
impenetrable Veil of Deſpair (a). 
GC My 

(a) There is room to ſuſpe& there was often 
ſome Vanity, Malevolence, or Impoſture, at 


the bottom of this dark Procedure; tho* the 
Alchywiſts 
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My Direction therefore is, that pre- 
ferably to all other Writings, you 
ſhould firmly ground your Thoughts 
upon the ſeven following Sections, 

(which 


Alchymiſts take great pains to excufe their deal- 
ing covertly with their Readers; that only ſuch 
as are properly qualified ſhould know the Secret: 
not perhaps reflecting, that there are many things, 
in Natural Philoſophy and Chymiſtry, as deep 
and dangerous as the Elixir; and yet that theſe 
have been divulged without much Scruple or 


Compoſitions, artificial Earthquakes, Wind- 
Guns, various Ways of ſophiſticating, diminiſh- 
ing, and debaſing of Metals and Coin, ſuffoca- 
ting Fires and Fumes, ſecret Ways of poiſoning, 
deſtroying, &c. may be reckoned of this king 
The free and open Communication of Know- 
ledge will be encouraged by true philoſophical 
Minds; whatever Courſe is taken by the Selfiſh, 
Malevolent, or Superſtitious. All Secrets are apt 
to be over-rated by their Poſſeſſors; who thus 
raiſe a bad kmd of Merit upon the Ignorance, 
or Weakneſs, of other People: the contra 

Procedure of our Author, and his Name-ſake, 
the Lord Bacon, Mr. Boyle, M. Homberg, and 


. numbers of the modern French Philoſophers, is 


greatly to be commended, and deſerves to be 
imitated : for it is proper that Knowledge ſhou'd 
be increaſed ; whilſt to prevent and reſtrain 
Wickedneſs, and pernicious Practices, belongs 
to Religion and Laws. _ 
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(which contain the Secret of the 
Tranſmutation of Metals,) and fre- 
quently conſider the Beginning, Mid- 
dle, and Concluſion of the Piece; 
whereby you may diſcover ſuch a 
Subtility, as will highly gratify the 
Mind (6). 

() It is here juſtly intimated, that the mental 
Satisfaction which would ariſe from a Knowledge 
of this Secret, is its principal Uſe z as it might 
prove a means of conquering Prejudice, enlarg- 
ing our Conceptions, and bringing us fatther 
acquainted with the Works of Nature, and the 
reat Power of Art, which 1s only Nature work- 


ing by the Intervention of Man. But the Bufi- 
neſs of Tranſmutation, conſidered as an Art of 


making Gold to advantage, is a frivolous thing, 


compared to the other ; and perhaps only a vain 
Pretence ; however it may be magnified and a- 
dored by weak avaritious Men, whom ſome of 
the Writers in Alchymy ſeem to have drawn in- 
to Snares on purpoſe, as if intending their Preju- 
dice and Diſquiet. Nor, if this Secret were 
out, could the Nature of Civil Government al- 
low it to be practiſed by private Perſons, any 


more perhaps than Coining. 
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Of the Definition of Alchymy. 


| ANY Definitions of this Art 
M 2re found in the Writings of 
the Ancients ; tis our preſent Deſign 
to conſider the Purport of ſuch De- 
finitions. According to Hermes, 
« Alchymy is the Science of Body, 
teaching how, by one thing, and 
lf « by one thing ſingly, to join the 
Wi « more valuable Compounds toge- 
10 te ther, with Knowledge and Effect; 
« ſo as, by a natural Commixture, 
ce to convert them into a higher 
“é kind (c).“ Another defines it, 
| cc the 


6 c) This Definition is general, and ſuppoſes [ 
Wo Alchymy a perfect Art, or even a Science. It 
| is to be wiſhed that Natural Philoſophy was ſo | 

| il far improv'd as to render ſuch a Definition juſt ; | 
i for then Alchymy would conſiſt of a true The- 
ory of Bodies, or a Knowledge of their Natures f 
with regard to the Elixir; and a juſt Practice 
founded upon the Rules of Art. This ſeems to 
— 2 be 
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te the Science of converting all the 
« Metals into one another, by means 
« of an appropriated Medicine ;” 
which Definition we alſo find in 
many Writings of the Philoſophers. 
Alchymy,therefore,is a Science teach- It 
ing how to make and procure a cer- | 


| 
tain Medicine (d), called the Elixir, | 


f which being thrown upon Metals, or 
imper feci Bodies, reduces them to 
; abſolute Perfection, even in the In- 
ftant of Projection (e). 

| SECT. 


be defining Alchymy from a Notion of what it 
ſhould be when perfected, rather than from what 
it is; viz. a few caſual Experiments, ill under- 
ſtood, and worſe digeſted, with relation to the | 
Melioration of Metals and Minerals. The Au- | 
thor's own Definition is preciſe to the purpoſe. | 
(d) Tho' the Author here uſes the word Me- 
dicine, he no where, in this Piece, pretends that | 
the Elixir is a Remedy, capable of curing all Diſ- 4 
; eaſes; as ſome fanciful Writers have vainly aſ- 
ſerted it would do. Our judicious Friar keeps 
| Cloſe to its Effects upon Metals, and metallic 
| Matters; without ſtretching it farther. 
(e) See Mr. Boyle's Account of an Anti-Elixir, 
in the Preface to this Piece; and the Dialogue 
upon the Degradation of Gold. | 
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SECT. II. 


Of the Natural Principles pro- 
ducing Metals and Minerals. 


E next proceed to a full De- 
{cription of the natural Prin- 
ciples from whence Minerals are pro- 
duced. And farſt, we are to obſerve 
that the Mineral Principles in Mines, 
are Quiciſilver and Sulphur /); 
and from thence all the different 
kinds of Metals and Minerals ariſe. 

| But 


(f) We muſt here be cautious, left the Au- 
thor ſhould adopt a faulty Theory ; for if this 
ſhould prove the Caſe, all that is built upon it 
will be precarious at leaſt, if not utterly falſe. He 
plainly proceeds upon the ſuppoſed Truth, here 
laid down as a Foundation of his ſubſequent Rea- 


ſoning ſo that itought to be and true: for our 
1 


own part tho? it appears plaufible, we are not cer- 
tain that it is adequate, or carefully deduced, as 
all Theory ſhould be, from juſt and well-weighed 
Matter of Obſer vation and Experience: tho? it 
is eaſy from Reaſoning 4 Priori, and d Paſteriori, 
to render it probable. 


＋ * 
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But here we muſt remember, that 
Nature always propoſes, and endea- 
vours to produce perfect Gold; whilſt 
the Supervention of different Ac- 
cidents puts her out of her courſe, 
and transforms Metals ; as is clearly 
expreſsd in many Writings of the 
Philoſophers : for pure and impure 
Metals are generated according to the 
Purity or Impurity of the two Prin- 
_— Quickſilver and Sulphur (g): 
whence proceeds Gold, Silver, Tin, 

Lead, 


(gz) Here again we muft be upon our guard, 
for fear of a falſe Hypotheſis gliding in; for tho? 
this ſhould have been the Opinion of all the Phi- 
loſophers, yet if it is not ſtrictly true, and proved 
to be ſo, it ought never to be uſed in a Diſcourſe 
of this nature. But if any ſuch Error ſhould hap- 
pen, as it is very difficult to avoid Errors in ſuch 
Reaſonings, let it be carefully remembered, that 
the making of the Experiment, deduced by juſt 
Reaſoning upon theks Principles, may either 


countenance or overthrow the Doctrine. For, 


no Theory, or Hypotheſis, in Natural Philoſo- 
phy, can be good (unleſs by accident) that is 


not drawn from the Natures of Things; and even 


then it is never to be truſted, till fully verified 
by wary Experience. This Rule is of the utmeſt 


- conſequence in Natural Philoſophy. 
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Lead, Copper, and Iron. As to the 
Nature of theſe Metals, that is, their 
Purity and Impurity, or their foul 
Superfluity and Defect, we lay down 
the : following Particulars as true. (I.) 
Gold is a perfect Body, made of a 
pure, ax d, clear, red Quickſilver ; 
and a chan. fix d, red, incombuſ- 
tible Sulphur; and is without any 
Defect. (2.) Silver is a pure and al- 
moſt perfect Body, made of a pure, 
almoſt fix d, clear and white Quick- 
filver; and # a ſimilar Sulphur : it 
wants a little Fixedneſs, the yellow 
Colour, and ſpecifick Gravity of 
Gold. (3.) Tin is a clean imperfect 
Body, made of a pure fix'd and un- 
fix'd, clear, and externally white, but 
internally red Quickſilver; and a f1- 
milar Sulphur: it wants only farther 
Decoction and Digeſtion. (4.) Lead 
is an unclean and imperfect Body, 
made, in in part, of a foul, unfix'd, 
and externally ſomewhat white, but 
internally a ſomewhat red Quick- 
ſilver, 
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filver, and a ſimilar combuſtible 
Sulphur : it wants Purity, Fixednelſs, 
Colour, and Ignition. (5.) Copper is 
an unclean and imperfe& Body, made 
of an impure, unfhx'd, earthy, com- 


buſtible, dirty-red Quickfilver, and 


a fimilar Sulphur : it wants Fixed- 
neſs, Purity and Weight, and has 
too foul a Colour, and an incom- 
buſtible Earth. (6.) Iron is an un- 
clean and imperfect Body, made of 
an impure, too fix'd, combuſtible 
earthy, white and dirty-red Quick- 
ſilver, and a ſimilar Sulphur: it wants 
Fuſibility, Purity, and Gravity; and 
contains too much foul fix'd Sul- 


phur, and combuſtible Earth (5). 


And 


( Theſe appear to be Alchymiſtical Detini- 
tions of the Metals; ſo that their Truth may 
be queſtioned in Natural Philoſophy, and ccm- 
mon Chymiſtry, Thus, for inſtance, who has 
ſeen, or knows how to procure, the fine, clear, 
red Quickſilver z and the clear, fix*d, red, in- 
combuſtible Sulphur of Gold? Or how can it 
be clearly demonſtrated, or proved to the Senſes, 
that Gold, or any of the Metals, is made of, 

We contains, 
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And theſe Particulars every Alchy- 
miſt ought to obſerve. 


SECT. III. 


Of the neareſt Matter of the 
Elixir. 


Nough has already been ſaid ofthe 
Generation both of the perfect 
and imperfect Metals: we now pro- 
ceed to the Choice and Perfecting of 
the imperfect Matter. As it appears 


from the preceding Sections, that all 
Metals 
contains, or can be brought to afford, a true 
running Mercury? The common Natural Phi— 
loſophy teaches little of this Affair. But if you 
will believe the Alchymiſts, upon the ſtrength 
of this Axiom, that every Artiſt is to be credited 
in his own Art, theſe things are clear to them: 
but in all Caſes of this kind, it is beſt appealing 
to Experience; for without ſeeing the proper | 
Trials, we can only have Opinion, without Cer- 
tainty. Thoſe who deſire Light in this Affair 
ſhould, perhaps, rather conſult the Moderns 
than the Ancients. See Becher, Boyle, Stahl, and 
Homberg. 


"ate 24d} £ 


4 * - 
AS Es q «4. 4 a wth a 
a be ind Fe 0 3 K [ E T ln * * . 2 4% 


= 8 r a as. th. 


r N N 


Of the Philgſopber's Stone. 27 


Metals proceed from Quickſilver and 
Sulphur; and that Impurity and 
Foulneſs corrupts them : We are next 
to conſider that ſince nothing ſhould 
be applied to Metals, but what is 
compoſed of, or proceeds from them; 
hence it clearly follows, that no ex- 
traneous Body, which has not its 
Origin from theſe two (Quickſilver 
and Sulphur) is capable of pertect- 


ing or tranſmuting them. It is there- 


fore ſurprizing, that any ſenſible Men 


ſhould make choice of Animal or 
Vegetable Subſtances for this pur- 
poſe: theſe being extremely remote; 
whereas mineral Subſtances are near. 


Nor are we to imagine that any one 


of the Philoſophers ſhould found 


his Art upon Bodies ſo far removed 
from a metallic Nature ; unleſs it 
were by way of Similitude. But all 


Metals are made of the two foreſaid 


Bodies; nor can any thing elſe ad- 
here to Metals, unite with them, or 
tranſmute them, that does not proceed 

D 2 from 
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And theſe Particulars every Alchy- 
miſt ought to obſerve. 


SECT. III. 


Of the neareſt Matter of the 
Elixir. 


Nough has already been ſaid ofthe 
Generation both of the perfect 
and imperfect Metals: we now pro- 
ceed to the Choice and Perfecting of 
the imperfect Matter. As it appears 
from the preceding Sections, that all 
Metals 


contains, or can be brought to afford, a true 


running Mercury? The common Natural Phi- 


loſophy teaches little of this Affair. But if you 
will believe the Alchymiſts, upon the ſtrength 
of this Axiom, that every Artiſt is to be credited 
in his own Art, theſe things are clear to them : 
but in all Caſes of this kind, it is beſt appealing 
to Experience; for without ſeeing the proper 
Trials, we can only have Opinion, without Cer- 
tainty. Thoſe who deſire Light in this Affair 
ſhould, perhaps, rather conſult the Moderns 
than the Ancients. See Becher, Boyle, Stahl, and. 
Homberg. 
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Metals proceed from Quickſilver and 
Sulphur; and that Impurity and 
Foulneſs corrupts them : We are next 
to conſider that fince nothing ſhould 
be applied to Metals, but what is 
compoſed of, or proceeds from them; 
hence it clearly follows, that no ex- 
traneous Body, which has not its 
Origin from theſe two (Quickfilver 
and Sulphur) is capable of perfect- 
ing or tranſmuting them. It is there- 
fore ſurprizing, that any ſenſible Men 
ſhould make choice of Animal or 
Vegetable Subſtances for this pur- 


poſe : theſe being extremely remote; 


whereas mineral Subſtances are near. 


Nor are we to imagine that any one 


of the Philoſophers ſhould found 


his Art upon Bodies ſo far removed 
from a metallic Nature; unleſs it 


were by way of Similitude. But all 


Metals are made of the two foreſaid 
Bodies; nor can any thing elſe ad- 
here to Metals, unite with them, or 
tranſmute them, that does not proceed 

D 2 from 


28 Of the Philyſopbher's Stone. 


from theſe two (i): and hence it is juſt- 
ly inferr'd, that Quickflver and Sul- 
phur are to be choſe as the Subject- 
matter of our Stone. And as neither 
Quickſilver alone, nor Sulphur a- 
lone, can produce any Metal; but 
a Mixture of the two produces the 
different Metals reſpectively, and nu- 
merous Minerals; it is plain that a 
Mixture of the two muſt conſtitute 
our Matter. But our final Secret is 
of a deep and excellent Nature; for 
upon what neareſt approaching Mi- 
neral Subſtance are we to work ? 
Suppoſe our Subject ſhould be choſe 
out of the vegetable Tribe; we muſt 
firſt reduce it to Mercury and Sul- 
phur, by a long Digeſtion (4) ; but 

we 


(i) We are not certain, that this is univerſally 
true; the common Phoſphorus of Urine, which 
appears very remote from a metallic Nature, has 
ſurprizing Effects upon ſome Metals; and any 
fat Subſtance has an extraordinary Effect upon 
the Calces of others, by Fuſion. 

(#) Some of the Alchymiſts declare, that the 
Matter of the Stone is to be found in every thing; 
in the Air, in Water, in Earth, and in all vege- 

table, 
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we are excuſed from this tedious Ope- 
ration; ſince Nature ſpontaneouſly 


offers us Quickſilver and Sulphur. 


It an animal Subject ſhould be pitch'd 
upon (as Blood, Urine, Hair, Eggs, 
c.) here alſo we muſt reduce it to 
Mercury and Sulphur by Decoction; 
from which likewiſe we are excuſed. 
If middle Minerals (as Marcaſites, 
Vitriols, Alum, Borax, Tutty, Salts, 
Ec.) were choſe; here alſo, accor- 
ding to our Precepts, Mercury and 
Sulphur muſt firſt be obtained from 
them by Decoction ; where again 
we are excuſed. So, if Choice were 
made of any one of the ſeven volatile 
Minerals by itſelf, as Quickſilver a- 
lone, or Sulphur alone, or Quick- 

ſilver 


table, animal, and mineral Subſtances: from 
all which they pretend, that a running Mercury 
may be obtained by Art: which Notion has led 
many a Man a Wild- gooſe Chaſe; and yet ſome 
uſeful Diſcoveries have been made by the way. 
Thus, in particular, Phoſphorus was found by 
working upon Urine, for the Philoſophical Mer- 


cury. 
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ſilver and one of the two Sulphurs, 
or Sulphur Vivum, or Orpiment, 
yellow Arſenick, red pr m6 ro or 
the like; fill we thould labour in 
vain ; becauſe as Nature perfects no- 
thing without an equal Mixture of 
wy ſo neither can we: and thus 
again we are excus d; as having 
Quickſilver and Sulphur ready made 
to our hands, and brought to their 
own Nature. Laſtly, tho we ſhould 
chuſe the two right Subjects, viz. 
Sulphur and — as we find 
them in Nature, yet even then we 
are to mix them in the right Propor- 
tion, which the Mind of Man is ig 
norant of; and afterwards digeſt, and 
coagulate them into a ſolid Maſs. 
Whence we are excus'd from taking 
both of them in their own ſeparate 
Natures ; as not knowing the true 
Proportions ; yet finding Bodies in 
which they are nu - proportion'd, 

e 
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coagulated and united in the proper 
manner (7) : Keep this Secret cloſe. 


Gold is a perfect, maſculine Body, 
without any Superfluity or Diminu- 
tion; and if, by being barely melted 
and mixed with imperfect Bodies, it 
could render them perfect, it would 

be the Red Elixir. Silver is a near- 
ly perfect, female Body; and if, by 
bare common Fuſion, it could ren- 
der imperte& Bodies nearly perfect, 
it would be the Yhite Elixir; which 
it is not, nor can be; becauſe only 
Bodies more than perfect are ſo. And 
if this Perfection of Gold and Silver 
was communicable to imperfect Bo- 
dies upon Mixture, it could not ren- 
der them perfect; but the original 
Per- 


() This appears to us a beautiful, and, on 


many Occaſions, an uſeful Method of Reaſoning, 
which, by ſome, is called he Method of Rejec- 
tion; as being a Contrivance for ſingling out 


the thing we want, and driving it from among 


thoſe we do not want in an Enquiry ; and then 
graſping | it ſeparately : with a plain Alluſion to 


regular Hunting. 
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Perfection might thus rather be dimi- 
niſhed, or impaired. But if Gold 
and Silver were more than perfect; for 
example, in a double, quadruple, 
or hundred fold, &c. Proportion ; 
then, indeed, the imperfe& Bodies 
might be perfected by the Mixture. 
But as Nature always operates in the 
ſimpleſt Manner; the Perfection of 
theſe Metals is ſimple, inſeparable, 
and incommunicable by Mixture; 
otherwiſe they could not, to ſhorten 
the Work, be put by Art to the 
Stone, as a Ferment; but would 
then be reduced to their priſtine 
State, when the Sum of the Volatile 
exceeds the Sum of the Fix'd (7). 


Gold, 


(m) This may want a little Explanation ; and 
perhaps is not quite clearly expreſs'd in the Ori- 
ginal. It is here intimated, that to ſhorten the 
Proceſs for the Elixir; Gold or Silver being put 
into the Matter, will operate as a Ferment upon 
it, and thus tend to perfect it ſooner, This 
ſeems here ſuppoſed a known Fact; for the 
Confirmation of which it is aſſign'd as a Reaſon, 
that if the thing did not happen ſo, a different 

3 Con- 
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Sold, therefore, being only a per- 
fect Body conſiſting of red, and 
bright Quickſilver, and a ſimilar 
Sulphur ; we do not make choice of 
it for the Matter of the Stone, or 
the Red Elixir, on account of its 
being only fimply perfect, (unleſs in- 
geniouſly depurated,) and already fo 
{trongly digeſted and concocted by 

E natural 


Conſequence muſt follow, and the Gold and Sil- 
ver thus put to the Matter of the Elixir, now in 
Digeftion, remain unalter'd in their Nature, 
any farther than by being reduced to their former, 
or original Principles, ſuppoſe Sulphur and Mer- 
cury: but theſe being the component Parts of 
the Matter of the Elixir, the Operation cculd 
not hence be haſtened ; becauſe the Addition 
then would amount to no more than the Addi- 
tion of the like Quantity of the original Matter 
of the Elixir. Then follows the Reaſon why the 
Gold and Silver would be thus reduced to Sul- 
phur and Mercury; viz, becauſe, the Sum of 
the Volatile would exceed the Sum of the Fix*d ; 
which ſeems to intimate two Secrets in the Ope- 
ration, viz. (1.) That the Matter of the Elixir 
is made volatile by the Digeſtion z and (2.) 
That the Addition of the Gold and Silver ſhould 
not be large, in proportion to the Matter opera- 
ted upon, if the Work is deſign'd to be haſtened 
by this means. 
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natural Heat, as is ſcarce to be imi- 
tated; upon Gold and Silver, by our 
artificial Fires. But tho' Nature 
may perfect a thing, yet ſhe cannot 
3 purge, purify, and exalt 
as operating barely upon what 
ſhe finds. If, therefore, we ſhould 
chuſe Gold or Silver for the Matter 
of our Stone, we could ſcarce find a 
Fire ſufficient to operate upon them: 
and though we could, yet by reaſon 
of their great Compactneſs, and 
ſtrong natural Texture, we ſhould 
not intimately purify and exalt them : 
whence we are excuſed from taking 
Gold for the Red, and Silver for the 
White Elixir; eſpecially ſince we 
may find a Thing, or Body, con- 
ſiſting of as pure, or even purer Sul- 
phur and Mercury than thoſe ; and 
ou which Nature has operated but 
very little, or the leaſt poſſible : at 
the ſame time this Body may by our 
artificial Fire, 'and the Experience 
of c our Art, and a Continuation of 


the 


Of the Philoſopher's Stone. 3 5 


the, ingenious Proceſs, be brought 


to its due Concoction, Purity, Co- 


lour and Fixedneſs. 


A Matter, therefore, is to be choſe, 
(1.) containing a clean, pure, clear, 
white and red Mercury, not yet 


brought to its Perfection; but (2.) e- 


qually and proportionably mix'd, and 
duly united with a fimilar Sulphur ; 
and (3.) thus coagulated into a ſolid 
Maſfs, (4) /o as that by our Prudence 
and Ingenuity, and the Uſe of the com- 
mon artificial Fire, they may both be 
reduced to their intimate Purity, and 
(5.) make ſuch a Thing, as after the 


Work is finiſhed, may prove a thou- 


ſand-thouſand times flronger and more 


ber fecti than the fumple Ingredients 
digeſted by the Heat of Mature. Be 
wiſe : for if you have any Subtility 
or Ingenuity to underſtand the ma- 
nifeſt Proof and open Declaration 
here given of the Matter of the Stone; 

E 2 you 
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you will reap that Pleaſure, which 1s 


the whole End and Scope of the 
Philoſophers (x). 
SECT. 


(n) Here we are come to the principal Part of 
the Myſtery, viz. the finding of the very Subject- 
Matter, whereof the Elixir 1s to be made. And 
if our Friar has dealt ingenuouſly with us, ſcarce 
any one vers'd in the Knowledge of Minerals, can 
help fixing his Thoughts directly upon Native 
Cinnabar, as the Thing here plainly intended, 
and ſingled out from all the reſt, by the Method of 
Nejection. In one light, or other, this Subſtance 
appears to anſwer all the Characters; as its being 
a Stone, containing a clear white and red Sulphur, 
and Mercury; atleaſt white after Separation, but 
red in the Compound, Sc. which Properties ſeem 
to diſtinguiſh this Subſtance from all others, 
even from Antimony itſelf. The Native Cin- 
nabar is very different from the Artificial, as 
thoſe know who have examined them both by 
chymical Experiments. Native Cinnabar is a 
hard, ponderous, metallick, and beautifully red 
ſtony Subſtance, that breaks, by a proper Force 
applied, into ſhining, bright, angular Pieces. It 
nearly reſembles another curious, but uncommon 
metallick Subſtance, which upon a ſight Fuſion 
affords a large Proportion of Silver. This Cin- 
nabar ſeems to be improperly call'd the Ore of 

Hercury; as, befides other reaſons, being much 
more valuable, and bearing a higher Price than 
Quickſilver ; yet affording, according to its dif- 
fere: ce, from ſeven to fourteen Ounces of true 

running 


ESR, 
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SE OT. IV. 


Of the Proceſs, and regula- 
ting the Fire. 


Doubt not, but the Reader, un- 
leſs totally void of Penetration, 
has from the above Deſcription found 
out the true Matter of the Philoſo- 
pher's Stone; upon which the Ope- 

ration 


running Mercury, in a Pound Averdupoiſe. The 
Sulphur remaining behind, after this Separation, 
ſeems alſo to differ from the common; and its 
Nature perhaps is not hitherto ſufficiently known. 
This Subject at leaſt is curious; and if well ex- 
amined by proper Experiments, might let great 
Light into the Affair of Metals. Thoſe who are 
acquainted with the true Way of making the 
red Precipitate per ſe, will perhaps be moſt likely 
to treat this Subject properly. For that Ope ra- 
tion differs little from the Proceſs for making the 


Philoſopbher's Stone, as deſcribed by our Author; 


whether we regard the Matter, the Veſſel, the 
Furnace, the.Fire, the Changes of Colour, and 
perhaps the Time; eſpecially it ſomething nobler 
than a bare red Precipitate per ſe, be expected. 
This 1s nearly all that we certainly know of the 
Matter. | 3 
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ration of Alchymy is to be perform- 
ed, when we would render imper- 
fect Bodies perfect; by means of o- 
thers that are more than perfect. And 
ſince Nature affords us only imper- 
fect Bodies along with perfect ones; 
we muſt by our own Art and Labour 
bring the Matter already pointed out 
to a more than perfect State. And 
if we are ignorant of the Manner of 
working, let us ſee how Nature fre- 
quently operates in the producing of 
Metals. May we not obſerve in 
Mines that a groſs Fluid is digeſted 
and inſpiſſated, by the continual 
Heat found in Mountains of Mine- 
rals; till, in tract of time, it turns to 
Quickſilver? That the Fatneſs of the 
Earth, by the ſame Digeſtion and 
Heat, turns to Sulphur? That the 
ſame Heat continually acting upon 
theſe two Subſtances, according to 
their Degree of Purity or Impurity, 
produces all the Metals, as was above 
obſerved? And that Nature makes 

them 
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them all, as well the perfect, as the 
imperfect, by bare Digeſtion (o)? 


What Frenzy is it then to attempt 
the perfecting of Metals by foreign, 


gloomy, or fantaſtical Operations ? 


A certain alchymiſtical Writer “ de- 


« nounces Woe to thoſe who would 


« excel Nature, and make Metals 


« more than perfect, by a new Me- 
« thod, or giddy Proceſs, coin'd in 
« their own ſenſeleſs Brain: when 
« the God of Nature has ſhewn us a 
cc direct Way, by continued Digeſ- 
« tion, which they either know not, 
« or will not ſtoop to imitate,” A- 
gain, this Author tells us, that 
« Fire and {2074 (p) are alone ſuf- 
ficient,” that « Heat perfects all 
things, that „ we ſhould Digeſt, 
Digeſt, Digeſt, and not be weary of 
digeſting ;” that « our Fire ſhould 
be mild and gentle at firſt, and con- 

tinue 


(o) It may well deſerve to be examined how 
far theſe Particulars are true ; or bow far they 


fall ſhort of Nature. 


(Pp) Or the S'one. 
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tinue burning equably every day, 
without increaſing ; otherwiſe the 
Operator would be a Loſer,” that 
«we ſhould be patient and perſevere;” ; 

that „ we ſhould grind it ſeven 
times; that © it is ground by Fire; 
that « the whole Magiſtery is finiſh- 
ed with one thing; vis. the Stone (), 
in one Veſſel ; and in one Way, vi. 
Digeſtion ;” and laſtly, that “ this 
Operation reſembles the Growth of 
Man ; for as an Infant is firſt fed 
with light Nouriſhment, but as he 
grows up, with ſtronger; ſo this 
Magiſtery at firſt requires a gentle 
Fire; -which is conſtantly to be uſed 
in the Beginning of all Digeſtions.” 


And tho' we never ſpeak but of a 


flow Fire; yet we judge it ſhould 
be a little, and by ſmall Degrees, in- 
creaſed, after the Beginning, to 150 
End of the 0 peration. 

SE C T. 


(9) The Subjet-Matter of the Elixir is fre- 
quently calfd by alchymiſtical Writers, the Sc oue; 
tho? the ſame Name, in a higher ſenſe, is given 


to the Elixir itſelf. 


Of the Philo/opher's Stone. 41 


SECT. V. 
Of the Nature of the Veſſel 


and Furnace. 


Aving aſſign'd the End, and 
Manner of working, we pro- 
ceed to the Yeſſel and the Furnace; 
and ſhall ſhew of what Materials they 
are to be made. Since Nature di- 
geſts Metals in the Mines by natural 
Heat ; this Digeſtion cannot be per- 
form'd without a proper Veſſel. And 
if we propoſe to follow Nature in 
our Operation, why ſhould we not 
uſe her Veſſel? Firſt, therefore, 
let us ſee what is the Place where 
Metals are generated. It plainly 
appears that at the Bottoms of 
Mountains wherein Minerals are 
found, there is a continued equable 
Heat, whoſe Nature it is to be con- 
ſtantly aſcending; and in its Paſſage 
F 


every 
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| every where dries up and condenſes, 
into Quickſilver the thick groſs Li- 
quor it meets with lurking in the 
Caverns of the Earth, or Veins of 
the Mountain: and if the mineral 
Fatneſs found in the ſame Place, 
ſhould run and be collected in Veins, 
by means of the Earth thus heated 5 
it will trickle down the Sides of the 
Mountain, and become Sulphur. We 
alſo find, as was obferv'd above, 
that when this Sulphur form'd of the 
Fatneſs of the Earth, meets with | 
Mercury, after the manner before- 
mention d, then a thick mineral Li- 
quor is form'd of the two. And 
thus, in length of time, the diffe- 
rent Metals are produced, according 
to their difference of Place, by the e- 
qually continued Action of Heat in 
the Mountain: for a permanent 
Heat is always found in the Places 
| where Minerals are produced. And | 
| | here we may properly obſerve thatthe 

Mine, or Mineral-Mountain, iseverx 

way 
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way {hut up externally, or contained 
within a ſtony Cruſt, ſo as to prevent 
the Heat from eſcaping ; other wire 
no Metals would be generated. It, 
therefore, we would imitate Nature, 
it follows that we ſhould build our 
Furnace after the manner of theſe 
Mountains ; not indeed as to S1ze, 
but with regard to the continual 
Heat ; ſo as that the Fire may find 
no Vent when it aſcends, — the 
Heat be reyerberated upon the Veſſel 
containing the Matter of the Stone, 
cloſely confin d. 


This Veſſel ought to be round, 
and have a fancier Neck ; its Mat- 
ter ſhould be Glaſs, or ſome proper 
Earth of the Nature or Cloſeneſs of 
Glaſs; and the Mouth of it ſhould 
be ſealed down with a ſimilar Mat- 
ter, or Cement (7). And as in Mines 

& the 


(r) The Alchymiſts for this purpoſe generally 
uſe what are called Glaſs-Eggs; and after the 
Matter is pat in, they ſeal him up hermetically. 

But 
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the Fire does not immediately touch 
the Matter of the Sulphur and Mer- 
cury, but the Earth of the Moun- 
tain every where interpoſes; ſo our 
Fire ſhould not immediately touch 
the Veſſel that holds our Matter, 
conſiſting of the ſaid two Bodies u- 
nited ; but this Veſſel ſhould be 
contained in another Veſſel, cloſed 
in the ſame manner; ſo as that the 
temperate Heat of the Furnace may 
thus act upon the Subject-Matter 
both above, below, and wherever 
elſe it is convenient and beſt. And 
hence Ariſtotle ſays, in his Lumen 
Luminum, that „ the Mercury 
« ſhould be digeſted in a three-fold 
« Veſſel of the hardeſt Glaſs, or 


« what 


But if the included Air be not firſt rarified, or 
exhauſted, or the Glaſs heated, before the ſeal- 
ing; or if any conſiderable Quantity of Air, or 
| exploſive Vapour ſhou'd be generated in the O- 
peration; or if the Fire ſnou'd be too fierce ; or 
laſtly, if the Glaſs ſhou'd touch the hot Iron- 
Plate of the Furnace, it might eafily burſt, and 
fruſtrate the Deſign. 


| 
| 
\ 
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dc what is ſtill better, of Earth which 


« has a glaſſy Nature.“ 


SECT. VI. 


Of the Accidental and Efſen- 
tial Colours that appear in 
the Work. 


Aving found the Matter of the 
Stone, the true Manner of 
working upon it will be known. By 
this Manner, or Proceſs, the Stone 
in digeſting, often changes of diffe- 
rent Colours ; whence it has obtained 
as many Names ; which have been 
varied by Philoſophers, according to 
the Diverſity of Colours appearing in 
the Work. The firſt Part of the O- 
peration is called Putrefaction, when 
the Stone appears black. Hence a 
certain Writer ſays, © when you find 
it black, remember that White- 
« neſs is concealed under this ſubtile 


« Black- 
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« Blackneß, from which it muſt be 
« extracted (s). After Putrefaction 
it becomes red, but not of a true 
red: for as another Writer ſays, © it 
ce oftengrowsr ed, and often yellow, 
« and is often coagulated before it 
becomes truly white.” Again, it 
alſo diſſolves itſelf, coagulates itſelf, 
putrefies itſelf, colours itſelf, mortifies 
itſelf, revives itſelf, blackens itſelf, 
whitens itſelf, and makes itſelf red 
and white.“ It alſo becomes green; 
whenee another ſays, © Digeſt 


it till a green Colour appears; 
„„ which ſhews its Life.” Before it 


grows white, it ſhews all the Colours 
of the Peacock's Tail (t); whence 
another ſays, ( that all imaginable 
Colours appear before it comes to 
perfect Whiteneſs; hence another 

8 tells 


(s) Viz, by barely continuing the Pigettion. 
(I) It may be proper to obſerve here, that 


Quickſilver digeſted per ſe, as for making the Red 
Preeipitate, turns into a black, white, yellow, or 


red Powder, as the ſkilful Operator pleaſes to 
have it. 
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tells us, (when it is ſo clearly digeſted 
ce as to ſhihe like Fiſh's Eyes, the 
« End or Utility is to be expected ; 
« and then the Matter coagulates in- 
« to a round Stone. Again, another 
ſays, © when you find the White- 
«neſs ſupereminent in the Veſſel, 
« reſt aſſured that Redneſs is con- 
«ceated in that Whiteneſs; and 
muſt therefore be extracted by Di- 
geftion, till the whole becomes Red. 
But a certain grey or Aſh- colour will 
interpoſe in its paſſing from white to 
red; of which 'tis ſaid, “ after the 
« Whiteneſs appears, no Error can 
« be committed; for by increaſing 
« the Fire you will come to grey; 
of whicn another ſays, do not de- 
« file the Grey, for the Id will 
& liquify it.” And chen, finally, 
the King ie Srown'd with his red 
Diadem, If the Lord ſees fit (u). 
path” SECT. 
( u) This is the uſual Strain of the Alchymiſts, 
who moſt of them pretend to great Piety, Purity 
of Heart, and Reſignation tothe Will of God. 

Many 
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SECT. VII. 


Of Projection, or the Manner 
of perfecting the imperfef? 
Metals by the STONE. 


Have now fully perform'd my 
Promiſe, and ſhewn the Way of 
making the great Magiſtery for the 
high Elixir, both the red and the 
white (x): it only remains in the laſt 
Place 


Many of them were Monks, or Religious by 
Profeſſion. © 

(x) Are both the red and white Elixir to be 
made of the ſame individual Subject? Some, for 
the white Elixir, would perhaps chuſe Native 
_ntimony, or rather Native Biſmuth, than Na- 
tive Cinizabar. But the Proceſs it ſeems is to be 
the ſame ; whether the Subject-Matter be ſo or 
not. The Effects of long continued Digeſtions 
are very extraordinary, and not ſufficiently 
known. It is greatly to be wiſh'd-they were 
more practiſed ; for the Improvement of N.:. 
ral Philoſophy. Who would have ſuſpected. 
that Quickfilver, by being barely digeſted, with- 
out any Addition, ſhould turn to a fine red Pow- 
der, as we fee in making the Precipitate per /e G 

6 
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Place to deſeribe the Manner of Pro- 


jection, which is the Completion of 
the Work, and the expected Source 
of Joy. Now, as the Red Elixir gives 
4 yellow Colour almoſt to Infinity; 
and tranſmutes all the Metals to pure 
Gold; fo the Vhite Elixir whitens 
in the ſame high Degree, and makes 
any Metal perfectly white. But we 
are to remember that ſome Metals 
are farther removed from, and that 
fome approach nearer to Perfection, 
than others; and, therefore, though 
every Metal may be perfected by the 
Elixir; yet ſuch as are of themſelves 
nearer to Perfection will be more 
compleatly perfected, and with greater 
Facility and Diſpatch, and with a 
leſs Proportion of the Elixir, than 
fuch as are very remote from Per- 

G fection. 


And M. Homberg declares, upon his own Ex- 
perienee, that by long Digeſtion it becomes more 
tix'd, more ponderous, and affords a ſmall Pro- 
portion of ſolid Metal. Ste Memoir. de P Acad. 
R. An. 1705, &c. 
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fetion. And ſince we can eaſily 
find Metals that approach near to 
Perfection, we may here reject all 
fuch as are far removed from it. And 
what Metals approach to, or are far- 
ther removed from Perfection, 1s al- 
ready juſtly determin'd, and ſufh- 
eiently explain'd, if the Reader has 
any Ingenuity, And there is no 
doubt to be made, but he who has 
skill enough to ſee ſo far into this 
Mirr:r of mine, as to know how, 
by his own Induſtry, to find the 
true Matter of the Stone, will tafily 
underſtand upon what Bodies the 
Elixir 1s to be caſt, in order to ren- 
der them perfect. For, thoſe who 


have preceded me in this Art, and 


found it by their own Philoſophy, 
plainly demonſtrate and point out 
the ſhort and direct Way to this End, 
when they ſay, „that Nature con- 
ce tains Nature.” Nature conquets 


e Nature.“ Nature rejoices to meet 


& its own Nature, and is changed in- 
cc to 
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« to other Natures.” Every © Like 
ce approves its Like, (), for Similitude 
ce js the Cauſe of Friendſhip ;” upon 
which Subject many Philoſophers 
have given us a valuable Secret. A- 
gain, „this we are to underſtand, 
ce that a Soul ſoon enters into its own 


« Body, when that Soul is not al- 
« ready join'd to a foreign Body.” 
Elſewhere 'tis ſaid, „ that a Soul 
© quickly enters its own Body; but 
tc to attempt the introducing of it in- 
ce to a foreign Body is a fruitleſs La- 
<« bour: for Afﬀinity is a ſhining Star 
| G 2 70 

) Theſe and the like Expreſſions ſeem to 


aim at being Summaries, or collective Expreſ- 
ſions of General Truths, which, of all the No- 
tions we have, are the moſt agreeable, and moſt 
uſeful to philoſophical Minds. But, however 
uſeful and agreeabic ſuch ſummary Expreſſions 
may be, the Alchymitits appear to have been lit- 
tle acquainted with the ſure Rules of forming 
them: the Expreſſions here mention'd may per- 
haps, under due Reſtriction, be allow'd as to- 
lerably juſt; but rigid Enquirers will lay no 

t Streſs upon them, till they are compared 
with all the apparent particular Exceptions that 
can be produced, or all the different Indications 
on the other ſide of the Queſtion. 
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to the Wiſe (g.) For as Bodies here 
by our Treatment (a) become ſubtile, 
or to the Senſes incorporeal, and on 
the contrary, ſuch incorporeal things 
become corporeal; and in the Com- 
pletion, the whole Body becomes as 
a ſpiritual fix d 2 and as 
the Elixir thus made, both the white 
and the red, is plainly of a ſubtile, 
or almoſt ſpiritual Kind, being highly 
prepared and exalted far above its 
own Nature ; hence it is no wonder 
it ſhould not mix with a groſs Body, 
upon which it is barely thrown, 
whilſt the Body is in Fuſion : for it 
would be monſtrous thus to project 


the Elixir upon ten hundred thou- 
ſand 


(2) Alſuding "IE to the Star in the Eaſt ; 
which led the Wiſe-Men to our Saviour. It 
might otherwiſe be call'd the Key to Nature ; z as 
what we want moſt in Natural Philoſophy is to 
know the RELATIONS, or Similitudes and Diſ- 
ſimilitudes which all Bodies have to one another: 
that is the Effects of Individuals upon each other. 
| (a) Viz. by 3 ion. 
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fand times its own Weight (), and 
expect it to penetrate and tranſmute 
ſuch a Maſs in an Inſtant. I will 
here, therefore, declare the great 8e- 
cret. Firſt, one Part of the Elixir 
is to be mixd with a thouſand Parts 
of the nearly approaching Body, 
whilſt the whole is cloſely confined 
in a proper Veſſel, placed in a Fix- 
ing-Furnace(c), with a gentle Fire 
af 


(5) It ſeems to be a Notion among the Alchy- 
miſts, that there are ſeveral Degrees, or Orders, 
of the Elixir, up to which it is raiſed according 
to the different lengths of time employ'd in the 
Digeſtion: ſo that perhaps a long -Operation 
may, according to their Doctrine, be requiſite to 
advance the Stone ſo high, as that it ſhall tranſ- 
mute a thouſand or more times its Weight of 
Silver, ſuppoſe, into Gold. It would prove a 
curious Experiment, and ſufficiently reward the 
Operator* s Labour, if it was certain that, in the 
ſpace of a Year, the Elixir might be raiſed ſo high 
8 bare Digeſtion, as to tranſmute only ten times 
its weight of any imperfect Metal into Gold. 
(c) The Perſons acquainted with chymical 
Furnaces will readily know the kind of Furnace 
here meant ; *tis what may be otherwiſe called a 
Cementing-Furnace ; and the Operation is plainly 
directed to be perform'd after the manner of Ce- 
menigtion, in a cloſe Veſſel. 
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at the Beginning, but conſtantly in- 
creafing the Heat for three Days, till 
the whole is inſeparably mix'd. And 
this is the zhree Days Work. Then, 
for the final Operation, one Part of 
the Matter thus mix'd, is to be 
thrown upon another thouſand Parts 
of any nearly approaching Body. 
And this is but the Work of one 
Day, one Hour, or even of one 
Moment (d). For which, the All- 
wonderful God be ever praiſed |! 


(d) Tho! the foregoing Piece will undoubtedly 
appear methodical, clear, and rational, in com- 
pariſon of the numerous Writings of moſt others 
upon the Subject; yet perhaps it may admit of 
a Doubt, whether the Author himſelf ever made 
the Experiment, which he here ſo accurately 
deſcribes with its Phænomena, Circumſtances, 
Reſult and Effect. We can conceive it eaſy for 
a Man of his great Talents, extenſive Reading, 
and clear Head, to have decypher'd the Alchy- 
miſts ; to have culled out the choiceſt Flowers of 
their Works; and to have digeſted them in the 
Order they here ſtand : ſo as to have reafon'd 
upon the Experiment, without having ever tried 
it; at leaſt with Succeſs, ſince he does not ſay that 
he has. And here every Man's Judgment ſhould 
be left free: But to reconcile ſuch a fictitious Pro- 
cedure in this Author, with the great and candid 

| Go Mind, 
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Mind, which appears in his other Writings, may 
be found difficult ; tho? it muſt be acknowledg'd 
that he wrapt up his Diſcovery of Gun-Powder 
in a kind of Cypher ; tho* for this he might 
have a good Reaſon, as apprehending its deſtruc- 
tive Conſequences. But, as in proſecuting any 
natural Enquiry, when we have, in the beſt 
manner we can, reaſon'd up to an Experiment, 
and render'd it proper and neceſſary to be tried, 
the next Step is to make that Experiment, with- 
out which we are not able to proceed farther up- 
on any adequate Grounds : So, in the 3 
Caſe, we can ſee no Harm or Danger in ſubmit- 
ting this Experiment to a fair Trial; ſince it 
appears to be neither difficult, extreamly tedi- 
ous, nor expenſive; eſpecially if an accurate O- 
perator, with proper Aſſiſtants, be concerned in 
the making of it. We cannot, therefore, but 
recommend it to the Trial of the Curious, tho? 
we have never made it ourſelves; and could wiſh 
it were tried in different Places, by different Per- 
ſons, who ſhould publiſh the Reſult, for the Bene- 
fit of Natural Philoſophy, and the clearing up of 
a Doubt, which nothing but the uniform Failure 
or Succeſs of judicious and accurate Experiments 
can ever remove. To facilitate the Work, we 
ſhould not quit the Subject without reducing the 
Proceſs to a narrow Compaſs, that the Mind 
may ſee it at one View. (1.) Infinite Search is 
here cut off, as we are plainly brought to ſome 
firſt Matter from whence to prepare the Elixir. 
(2.) This Matter is to be found in Mines, and 
was once in the Form of a Fluid, a Vapour, or 
thick Liquor, but gradually condenſed, or di- 
geſted into a Subſtance containing a Mercury 
and a Sulphur. (3.) Whether this Matter be 

" GS © Cinnabar, 
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Cimabar, Biſmuth, Antimony, or any other M4. 
trix, or Mother of Metals; tis to be taken na- 
tive, as found in the Mines, and being firſt per- 
haps reduced to a ſubtile Powder by Trituration; 
x proper Quantity of it, as from an Ounce to a 
Pound, (in proportion to the Size of the Veſſel, 
and the Furnace em ploy*d) is to be put into a 
round Veſſel of vitrifiable Earth, or ſtrong green 
Glaſs, with'a long Stem, firmly clog'd at the 
Top, either hermetically, or by a proper Luting. 
(4.) The Veſſel is now to be put into another or 
two of Fatth, and ſet in the Sand- bed of a Di- 
geſting Furnace, or of the common Athanor ; 
which is no more than a Sand-heat, ſo contrived, 
with a Tower for the Fewel, as that the Fire 
may burrrequable, Now and ſoft for a long time, 
without much trouble. (g.) In this State the 
Veſſol is to be kept, without being removed from 
the Furnace; the Operator having nothing more 
to do than to keep up the Heat, and obſerve at 
times (if this can be done conveniently, without 
obſtructing the Proceſs, or cooling the Matter) 


what paſſes in the Glaſs, or what Changes of Co- 


lour happen to the Matter upon continuing the 
Digeſtion for a confiderable Length of Time, 
till the Operation 1s finiſhed, and the Elixir made 
fit for Projection; the Manner of which 1s _— 
ue Wr „ jr 4 wo Author. 
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